


The Past Continuous Tense use in English for expressing continuing (lasting) action in the  Past:
1) at appropriate time – at 6 o’clock
2) at appropriate period – in the morning, at noon, in the afternoon, at night…

3) using word “during”

4) using phrase «from….till…»  

We use the past continuous to say that somebody was in the middle of doing something at a certain time. The action or situation had already started before this time but had not finished:
                                          Structure

Subject+ was\were + verb-predicate+ING+ secondary parts of      
                                                                                     sentence

For example:

1. The children were playing in the yard at 5 o’clock.

2. I was working in the garden in the afternoon.
3. The pupils were writing their test during the lesson.

4. The children were playing outside from 4 till 6 o’clock.

Past continuous (I was doing)
 A. Study this example situation:

  Yesterday Karen and Jim played tennis. They began at 10 o'clock and finished at 11.30. So, at 10.30 they were playing tennis.

  They were playing = 'they were in the middle of playing'. They had not finished playing.

  Was/were ~ing is the past continuous:

  I/he/she/it  was  playing/doing/working etc.

  we/you/they  were  playing/doing/working etc.

B. 

  * This time last year I was living in Brazil.

  * What were you doing at 10 o'clock last night?

  * I waved to her but she wasn't looking.

We use the past continuous to say that somebody was in the middle of doing something at a certain time. The action or situation had already started before this time but had not finished:
C. Compare the past continuous (I was doing) and past simple (I did):

    Past continuous (in the middle of an action)

  * I was walking home when I met Dave. (= in the middle of walking home)

  * Ann was watching television when the phone rang.

    Past simple (complete action)

  * I walked home after the party last night. (= all the way, completely)

  * Ann watched television a lot when she was ill last year.

D. We often use the past simple and the past continuous together to say that something happened in the middle of something else:

  * Tom burnt his hand when he was cooking the dinner.

  * I saw you in the park yesterday. You were sitting on the grass and reading a book.

  * While I was working in the garden, I hurt my back.

  But we use the past simple to say that one thing happened after another:

  * I was walking along the road when I saw Dave. So I stopped and we had a chat.

  Compare:

  * When Karen arrived, we were having dinner. (= We had already started dinner before Karen arrived.)

  * When Karen arrived, we had dinner. (= First Karen arrived and then we had

dinner.)

E. There are some verbs (for example, know/want/believe) that are not normally used in the continuous (see Unit 4A):

  * We were good friends. We knew each other well. (not 'we were knowing')

  * I was enjoying the party but Chris wanted to go home. (not 'was wanting')

                                         EXERCISES

  1. What were you doing at the following times? Write one sentence as in the examples. The past continuous is not always necessary (see the second example).

  1. (at 8 o'clock yesterday evening)

  I was having dinner with some friends.

  2. (at 5 o'clock last Saturday)

  I was on a train on my way to London.

  3. (at 10.15 yesterday morning)

  4. (at 4.30 this morning)

  5. (at 7.45 yesterday evening)

  6. (half an hour ago)

  2. Use your own ideas to complete these sentences. Use the past continuous.

  1. Tom burnt his hand while he was cooking the dinner.

  2. The doorbell rang while I ---

  3. We saw an accident while we ---

  4. Mary fell asleep while she ---

  5. The television was on but nobody ---

  3. Put the verbs into the correct form, past continuous or past simple.

  1. I saw (see) Sue in town yesterday but she --- (look) the other way.

  2. I --- (meet) Tom and Ann at the airport a few weeks ago. They --- (go) to Berlin and I --- (go) to Madrid. We --- (have) a chat while we --- (wait) for our flights.

  3. I --- (cycle) home yesterday when suddenly a man --- (step) out into the road in front of me. I --- (go) quite fast but luckily I --- (manage) to stop in time and --- (not/hit) him.

  4. Put the verbs into the correct form, past continuous or past simple.

  1. Jane was waiting (wait) for me when I arrived (arrive).

  2. 'What --- (you/do) this time yesterday?' 'I was asleep.'

  3. '--- (you/go) out last night?' 'No, I was too tired.'

  4. 'Was Carol at the party last night?' 'Yes, she --- (wear) a really nice dress.'

  5. How fast --- (you/drive) when the accident --- (happen)?

  6. John --- (take) a photograph of me while I --- (not/look).

  7. We were in a very difficult position. We --- (not/know) what to do.

  8. I haven't seen Alan for ages. When I last --- (see) him, he --- (try) to find a Job in London.

  9. I --- (walk) along the street when suddenly I --- (hear) footsteps behind me. Somebody --- (follow) me. I was frightened and I --- (start) to run.

  10. When I was young, I --- (want) to be a bus driver.
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Now Charlie is at work.

At midnight last night he
wasn't at work.

He was in bed.
He was asleep.

am/is (present) — was (past):

-1 am tired (now). I was tired last night. _
— Is she at home (now)? Was she at home yesterday morning?
— The weather is nice today. The weather was nice yesterday.

are (present) — were (past): :
- You are late (now). You were late yesterday.

— They aren't here (now). They weren’t here last Sunday.
positive negative question

was not
(wasn't)

were not
(weren't)

— Last year she was 22, so she is 23 now.

— When | was a child, | was afraid of dogs.

—~ We were tired after the journey but we weren’t hungry.
~ The hotel was very comfortable and it wasn't expensive.
~ Where were you at 3 o'clock yesterday afternoon?

~ Was the weather good when you were on holiday?

— Those shoes are nice. Were they expensive?

— Why was he angry yesterday?

short answers

Yes, { 1/he /she /it No { 1/he/she/it wasn't.
we/you/they were. ' we /you/they weren't.

~ ‘Were you late?’ ‘No, I wasn't.’
— ‘Was Ted at work yesterday?' ‘Yes, he was.’
- ‘Were they at the party?’ ‘No, they weren’t.’
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Now it is 6 o'clock. -
Sarah is at home. NOW 6 ocdlock
She is watching television.

At 4 o’clock she wasn't at home.
She was at the sports club.

She was playing tennis.

She wasn’t watching television.

B was /were -ing (doing/playing /working etc.) is the past continuous tense:

positive negative ' , question

was -ing

~ ‘What were you doing at 11.30 yesterday?’ ‘[ was working.'

~ 'What did he say?’ ‘I don't know. | wasn’'t listening.’

— It was raining, so we didn't go out.

— In 1980 they were living in Canada.

— Today she's wearing a skirt, but yesterday she was wearing trousers.

— | woke up early yesterday It was a beautiful morning. The sun was shining and the
birds were singing.

was not
(wasn't)

were not
(weren't)

B am/is/are -ing (present) > was/were -ing (past):

- I'm working (now). | was working at 10.30 last night.
- It isn’t raining (now). ' It wasn't raining when we went out.
— What are you doing (now)? What were you doing at 3 o’clock?

Spelling (make — making run — running lie - lying etc.) » Appendix 4 (4.3 and 4.4)

» Unit 13 | was dolng (past continuous) and 1 did (past simple)
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11.1 Look at the pictures. Where were these people at 3 o’clock yesterday afternoon?
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1 Last year she ..wag._... . 22, so she ....18........... 23 now.

2 Today the weather ............ nice, but yesterday it .. cold.
[ hungry. Can I have something to eat?

..... ....... hungry last night, so | had something to eat.

5 Where ............ you at 11 o'clock last Friday morning?

6 Don't buy those shoes. They ............ too expensive.

7 Why ........... you so angry yesterday?

8 We must go now. It ... very late.

9 This time last year ] ............ in Paris.

10 We ... tired when we arrived home, so we went to bed.
11 Charlie Chaplin died in 1978. He ............ a famous film star.
12 ‘Where ............ the children?' ‘I don't know. They ............ in the garden ten minutes ago.

11.3 Putin was/wasn’t/were/weren’t

W

2 Kate got married when she ... 24 years old.

3 I phoned you yesterday evening but you .............. at home. Where ............. you?
4 George ................ ; at work last week because he ............. ill. He's better now.

5 The shops ................ open yesterday because it ................ a public holiday.

6 e you at home at 9.30?" ‘No, I ..o at work.’

11. 4 Write questions.

[ saw a film.
| met some people.
I did an examination.

(good?) ;
(friendly?) ..o, ;

(difficult?) o :
(eXPenSIVE?) ...coocciceveeec e r
(interesting?)............. ettt et an e, :

I bought some boots.
[ went to a museum.

OB WD —
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13.1 Look at the pictures and write sentences. Use the past continuous or past simple.

Example (see the pictures opposite): (Jack/read /a book) .Jack was reading a book.. . ...
: _(the phone /ring) ..The phonerang.. ... e
(he /answer /the phone) He anewered the phone. . .

il‘-m
~

Y s

13.2 Put the verb into the past continuous (] was doing) or past simple (1 did).

| When we ....wenht . . (go) out, it was.raining.. . .. (rain).
2 [ wasn't hungry last night. | .. didn'teat ... .. (not/eat) anything.
3 Were you watching ... (you/watch) television when I ... phoned. .. . (phone) you?
4 Jane wasn't at home when | went to see her. She ..o e (work).
51 irenevcecnenein. (get) up early this morning. I ..o (wash), -
.................................... (dress) and then I .................................. (have) breakfast.
6 The postman ................... s (come) while I .....cccoeeoiviiie. . (have) breakfast.
TWe e (meet) Joan at the party. She ....................... PR (wear) a
red dress.
8 The boys ....ccovvvvevereeeceeeee (break) a window when they ...........ccccovevviriinnnnn. (play)
football. R
9 1 was late but my friends ................ et (wait) for me when I ......cocooooiii.
(arrive). ' :
LOT v, (get) up at 7 o'clock. The sun ....ccccoooevvvirvcvvcinrinnen, (shine), so 1
........................ rvenenns (gO) for a walk. _
1T He o (not/drive) fast when the accident ............ et (happen).
12 Margaret ..........cc.coooeovevrinrnnn. (not/go) to work yesterday. She was ill.
13 ‘What .......cooooie. (you/do) on Saturday evening?' ‘I went to the cinema.’
14 ‘What ..o, (you/do) at 9.30 on Saturday evening?’ '

H TS (watch) a film in the cinema.’



[image: image5.png]UNIT 13 1 was doing (past continuous) and | did
(past simple)

Jack was reading The phone rang. He stopped reading. He answered the
a book. phone.

What happened? The phone rang. (past simple)

What was Jack doing when the phone rang?

He was reading a book. (past continuous)

What did he do when the phone rang?

He stopped reading and answered the phone. (past simple)

Jack began reading before the phone rang. So:
When the phone rang, he was reading.

he began the phone he stopped  he answered
reading rang’ reading the phone

L —» HE WAS READNG —=, L [

past simple past continuous

beginning

we played we were playing

(complete action) (in the middle of an action)

We played tennis yesterday. A: What were you doing at 3.30?
(from 3 o'clock until 4.00) B: We were playing tennis.

—~ Jack was reading the newspaper when the phone rang.
but  Jack read the newspaper yesterday.
— Were you watching television when | phoned you?
but Did you watch the film on television last night?
~ | started work at 9.00 and finished at 4.30. At 2.30 | was working.
— When we went out, it was raining. (= it started raining before we went out)
— 1 saw Lucy and Tom this morning. They were standing at the bus-stop.
— Joy fell asleep while she was reading. (while » Unit 93)
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12.1 Look at the pictures. Where were these people at 3 o'clock yesterday afternoon? And what
were they doing? Write two sentences for each picture.
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12.2 Sarah did a lot of things yesterday morning. Look at the pictures and then write a sentence
for each picture.
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| At 9.44 .she was washing hercar. . ... A AL 1250 oo e
2 At 1145 She e m D AL B e
3 At o' clock e, 6 At 10.30 e

12.3 Write questions. Use was/were -ing.

| (what/Tim/do/when you saw him?) What was Tim doing when you saw him . ..
2 (what/you/do/at 11 0°clock?)  WHAt o.oooovieeeeeeee oo see e
3 (What/she /Wear /yesterday?)  ...........coooovoieeieooiiieeee e eeeee s eses e es e
4 (it/rain/ when you Went oUt?) .o es et e e s e
5 (Where /you /lVe /i 19BLP) oottt ee et st es s s s e aee e s et e s ree

WU W Y v

12.4 Look at the picture.. You saw Joe in the street yesterday afternoon. What was he doing?
Write positive or negative sentences.

1 (he/wear/a jacket) He waen’t wearing a jacket. . .. .
2 (he/smoke /a PiPE) .....cccooiveirvreieeeeeeeenees e
3 (he/carry/a bag) ... et
4 (he/carry/an umbrella) ............cc..ccco.u....... SO
5 (he/go/to the dentist) .............ccoccccovvvcrironnnnnnenn. s
6 (he/wear/a hat) ..o







                                              Structure
Was \ were + Subject+ + verb predicate + ING +secondary parts of sen.

For example: Were the children playing outside during 2 hours?



                                               Structure
Was \ were + Subject+verb-predicate + ING + ….OR….

For example:

Were the children playing outside 2 or 3 hours?


                                               Structure

1 type.
Subject+ was\were + verb-predicate + ING + ., WASN’T\WEREN’T
                                                            + subject expressed by proposition
For example:

The children were playing during two hours, weren’t they?
2type                                       Structure

 Subject+ WASN’T\WEREN’T +verb predicate + ING + .,  

                                      was\were + subject expressed by proposition                                                                 

    For example:
The children weren’t playing during two hours, were they?


                                                  Structure

WASn’t\WEREN’T +Subject + verb predicate + ING + subject expressed by 
                                                                                        proposition 
For example:

Weren’t the children playing during two hours?



WH\QUEST+ WAS\WERE +Subject+ verb-predicate + ING + 
                                                                             Secondary parts of sen.

For example:
Thechildren were playing during 2 hours
1. Who was playing during two hours?

2. What were the children doing during two hours?

3. How much time were the children playing?

Using  WHILE  in complex sentenses.
We use WHILE  in complex sentences if  we have 2 continuing actions
While my mother was cooking a dinner I was learning my English lesson.

Past continuous (I was doing)

 A. Study this example situation:

  Yesterday Karen and Jim played tennis. They began at 10 o'clock and finished at 11.30. So, at 10.30 they were playing tennis.

  They were playing = 'they were in the middle of playing'. They had not finished playing.

  Was/were ~ing is the past continuous:

  I/he/she/it  was  playing/doing/working etc.

  we/you/they  were  playing/doing/working etc.

B. We use the past continuous to say that somebody was in the middle of doing something at a certain time. The action or situation had already started before this time but had not finished:

  * This time last year I was living in Brazil.

  * What were you doing at 10 o'clock last night?

  * I waved to her but she wasn't looking.

C. Compare the past continuous (I was doing) and past simple (I did):

    Past continuous (in the middle of an action)

  * I was walking home when I met Dave. (= in the middle of walking home)

  * Ann was watching television when the phone rang.

    Past simple (complete action)

  * I walked home after the party last night. (= all the way, completely)

  * Ann watched television a lot when she was ill last year.

D. We often use the past simple and the past continuous together to say that something happened in the middle of something else:

  * Tom burnt his hand when he was cooking the dinner.

  * I saw you in the park yesterday. You were sitting on the grass and reading a book.

  * While I was working in the garden, I hurt my back.

  But we use the past simple to say that one thing happened after another:

  * I was walking along the road when I saw Dave. So I stopped and we had a chat.

  Compare:

  * When Karen arrived, we were having dinner. (= We had already started dinner before Karen arrived.)

  * When Karen arrived, we had dinner. (= First Karen arrived and then we had

dinner.)

E. There are some verbs (for example, know/want/believe) that are not normally used in the continuous (see Unit 4A):

  * We were good friends. We knew each other well. (not 'we were knowing')

  * I was enjoying the party but Chris wanted to go home. (not 'was wanting')

                                                       EXERCISES

  1. What were you doing at the following times? Write one sentence as in the examples. The past continuous is not always necessary (see the second example).

  1. (at 8 o'clock yesterday evening)

  I was having dinner with some friends.

  2. (at 5 o'clock last Saturday)

  I was on a train on my way to London.

  3. (at 10.15 yesterday morning)

  4. (at 4.30 this morning)

  5. (at 7.45 yesterday evening)

  6. (half an hour ago)

  2. Use your own ideas to complete these sentences. Use the past continuous.

  1. Tom burnt his hand while he was cooking the dinner.

  2. The doorbell rang while I ---

  3. We saw an accident while we ---

  4. Mary fell asleep while she ---

  5. The television was on but nobody ---

  3. Put the verbs into the correct form, past continuous or past simple.

  1. I saw (see) Sue in town yesterday but she --- (look) the other way.

  2. I --- (meet) Tom and Ann at the airport a few weeks ago. They --- (go) to Berlin and I --- (go) to Madrid. We --- (have) a chat while we --- (wait) for our flights.

  3. I --- (cycle) home yesterday when suddenly a man --- (step) out into the road in front of me. I --- (go) quite fast but luckily I --- (manage) to stop in time and --- (not/hit) him.

  4. Put the verbs into the correct form, past continuous or past simple.

  1. Jane was waiting (wait) for me when I arrived (arrive).

  2. 'What --- (you/do) this time yesterday?' 'I was asleep.'

  3. '--- (you/go) out last night?' 'No, I was too tired.'

  4. 'Was Carol at the party last night?' 'Yes, she --- (wear) a really nice dress.'

  5. How fast --- (you/drive) when the accident --- (happen)?

  6. John --- (take) a photograph of me while I --- (not/look).

  7. We were in a very difficult position. We --- (not/know) what to do.

  8. I haven't seen Alan for ages. When I last --- (see) him, he --- (try) to find a Job in London.

  9. I --- (walk) along the street when suddenly I --- (hear) footsteps behind me. Somebody --- (follow) me. I was frightened and I --- (start) to run.

  10. When I was young, I --- (want) to be a bus driver.

                                   EXERCISES
Open brackets using verbs in Present Continuous or in Past Continuous.
1. I (to write) an English exercise now. 2. I (to write) an English exercise at this time yesterday. 3. My little sister (to sleep) now. 4 My little sister (to sleep) at this time yesterday. 5. My friends (not to do) their homework now. They (to play) volley​ball. 6. My friends (not to do) their homework at seven o'clock yesterday. They (to play) volleyball.
7. She (to read) the whole evening yesterday.

8. She (not to read) now. 9. Now she (to go) to school. 10. What you (to do) now? — I (to drink) tea. 11. You (to drink) tea at this time yesterday? — No, I (not to drink) tea at this time yesterday, I (to eat) a banana. 12. My sister is fond of read​ing. She (to read) the whole evening yesterday, and now she (to read) again. 13. Look! My cat (to play) with a ball. 14. When I went out into the garden, the sun (to shine) and birds (to sing) in the trees. 15. You (to eat) ice cream now? 16. You (to eat) ice cream when I rang you up yesterday? 17. What your father (to do) now? 18. What your father (to do) from eight till nine yesterday? 19. Why she (to cry) now? 20. Why she (to cry) when I saw her yesterday?


 
	
	                             Compare using 

	
	                        Past Simple and Past Continuous

	
	                           Pay attention at conditions 

	of time for  Past Continuous:

	
	                  at... o'clock yesterday

	
	                 when mother came home

	
	                   from 5 till 6 yesterday

	
	                       the whole evening

	
	                        Pay attention on other sentenses

	
	                          

	We
	played chess in the evening, — Past Simple

	
	

	We
	were playing chess the whole evening. – — Past Continuous

	
	


Open brackets using verbs in   Past Simple or  Past Continuous.
1. I (to go) to the cinema yesterday. 2. I (to go) to the cinema at four o'clock yesterday. 3. I (to go) to the cinema when you met me. 4. I (to do) my home​work the whole evening yesterday. 5. I (to do) my homework when mother came home. 6. I (to do) my homework yesterday. 7.1 (to do) my homework from five till eight yesterday. 8. I (to do) my homework at six o'clock yesterday. 9. I (not to play) the pi​ano yesterday. I (to write) a letter to my friend. 10. I (not to play) the piano at four o'clock yester​day. I (to read) a book. 11. He (not to sleep) when father came home. He (to do) his homework. 12. When I (to go) to school the day before yester​day, I met Mike and Pete. They (to talk) and (to

laugh). They told me a funny story. Soon I (to laugh), too. I still (to laugh) when we came to school. After school I (to tell) this story at home. My fa​ther and mother (to like) it very much. 13. When we were in the country last summer, I (to go) to the wood one day. In the wood I (to find) a little fox cub. I (to bring) it home. I (to decide) to tame the cub. Every day I (to feed) it and (to take) care of it. I (to tame) it the whole summer. Now the fox cub is quite tame. It lives in my house.

Open brackets using verbs in  Past Simple or  Past Continuous.
1. I (to play) computer games yesterday. 2. I (to play) computer games at five o'clock yesterday. 3. He (to play) computer games from two till three yesterday. 4. We (to play) computer games the whole evening yesterday. 5. My brother (not to play) ten​nis yesterday. He (to play) tennis the day before yes​terday. 6. My sister (not to play) the piano at four o'clock yesterday. She (to play) the piano the whole evening. 7. When I came into the kitchen, mother (to cook). 8. She (to cook) the whole day yesterday.

9.
We (to wash) the floor in our flat yesterday.

10.
We (to wash) the floor in our flat from three till
four yesterday. 11. You (to do) your homework yes​
terday? 12. You (to do) your homework from eight
till ten yesterday? 13. Why she (to sleep) at seven
o'clock yesterday? 14. He (to sit) at the table the
whole evening yesterday. 15. What Nick (to do) when
you came to his place? 16. What you (to do) when
I rang you up? 17. I (not to sleep) at nine o'clock
yesterday. 18. What he (to do) yesterday? — He (to

read) a book. 19. What he (to do) the whole evening yesterday? — He (to read) a book. 20. She (to sleep) when you came home?

Pay attention at the next sentenses:

•
When mother came home, I was reading.
came  one-time action  (came)
Past Simple
was reading — action in the process  (read) Past Continuous
•
When mother was reading, I came home.
was reading — action in process (was reading) Pasf Continuous
came — one-time action  (came) Past Simple
one-time action (came)
Open brackets using verbs in   Past Simple or  Past Continuous.
1. When I (to come) home, my little sister (to sleep). 2. When Nick (to come) home, his broth​er (to play) with his toys. 3. When mother (to come) home, I (to do) my homework. 4. When father (to come) home, Pete (to sleep). 5. When mother (to come) home, the children (to play) on the carpet. 6. When I (to get) up, my mother and father (to drink) tea. 7. When I (to come) to my friend's place, he (to watch) TV. 8. When I (to see) my friends, they (to play) football. 9. When I (to open) the door, the cat (to sit) on the table. 10. When Kate (to open) the door, the children (to dance) round the firtree. 11. When Tom (to cross) the street, he (to fall).

12. When I (to go) to school, I (to meet) my friend.

13. When .we (to go) to the cinema, we (to meet) grandmother. 14. When grandmother (to go) home, she (to see) many children in the yard. 15. When Henry (to walk) about in the forest, he (to find) a bear cub. 16. When we (to walk) about in the for​est, we (to see) a hare. 17. When I (to wash) the floor, I (to find) my old toy under the sofa. 18. When granny (to read) a book on the sofa, she (to fall) asleep. 19. When I (to play) in the yard, I suddenly (to see) my old friend. 20. When Nick (to run) about in the yard, he (to fall).

Open brackets using verbs in  Past Simple or Past Continuous.
1. The girl (to cook) dinner when the lights (to go) out. She (to burn) herself. 2. The boy (to hurt) himself while he (to skate). 3. When the woman (to enter) the room, the children (to feed) the goldfish. 4. When I (to visit) my friends in Denmark, I (to buy) two presents for my family. 5. When it (to start) to rain, we (to bathe) in the river. 6. Yester​day at one o'clock I (to have) lunch at the canteen.

7. When he (to come) in, I (to do) my exercises.

8. What you (to do) at eight o'clock yesterday?

9. At this time yesterday I (to go) home. 10. You (to sleep) when I (to go) out. 11. He (to read) on the sofa when I (to come) in and (to sit) down beside him. 12. I (to walk) along the street with my friend when a tram (to pass). 13. She (to look) out of the window when I (to see) her. 14. We (to answer) the teacher's questions when the headmistress (to enter) the class​room. 15. They (to drink) tea when I (to come) home. 16. He (to walk) along the river when a boat (to

pass). 17. The old man (to think) about his plan when he (to fall) asleep. 18. We (to listen) to an in​teresting lecture yesterday. 19. When I (to enter) the classroom, the teacher (to write) words on the blackboard and the pupils (to copy) them into their exercise books. 20. They (to get) ready to go out when it (to begin) raining.

Open brackets using verbs in  Past Simple or  Past Continuous.
1. I (to go) to the theatre yesterday. 2. At seven o'clock yesterday I (to go) to the theatre. 3. What you (to do) at 5 o'clock yesterday? — I (to play) the piano. 4. When I (to come) to school, the children (to stand) near the classroom. 5. We (to play) in the yard the whole evening yesterday. 6. When I (to pre​pare) breakfast in the morning, I (to cut) my finger. 7. Last year I (to go) to the United States. 8. You (to go) to Great Britain last year? — No, I (to go) to France. 9. What you (to do) yesterday? — I (to trans​late) a very long article. 10. When I (to ring) up my friend, he (to sleep). 11. When grandfather (to watch) TV, he (to fall) asleep. 12. When my friend (to come) to see me, I (to do) my homework. 13. When I (to go) to the stadium, I (to meet) Kate and Ann. 14. When Nick (to ring) me up yesterday, I (to help) mother. 15. When the children (to walk) through the wood, they (to see) a fox. 16. When I (to come) home, my sister (to wash) the floor. 17. When Mike (to play) in the yard, he (to find) a ball. 18. When I (to draw) yesterday, I (to break) two pencils. 19. When I (to meet) Tom, he (to go) to the shop. 20. When I (to look) out of the window, the children (to play) hide-and-seek.

Open brackets using verbs in  Past Simple or Past Continuous.
1. Father (to watch) TV at ten o'clock yesterday. 2. I (to go) to bed at nine o'clock yesterday. 3. I (to finish) my homework at nine o'clock yesterday.
4. I (to play) the piano at five o'clock yesterday.

He (to begin) to do his homework at four o'clock yesterday. 6. She (to wash) the floor at four o'clock yesterday. 7. I (to meet) Nick at three o'clock yes​terday. 8. When I (to come) home, Kate (to play) the piano. 9. When I (to meet) John, he (to go) to the railway station. 10. When I (to go) to the museum, I (to see) a big crowd of people in the street. 11. They (to play) in the yard in the evening yesterday. 12. They (to play) in the yard the whole evening yes​terday. 13. I (to clean) my teeth at eight o'clock in the morning yesterday. 14. We (to go) to the wood in summer. 15. When the teacher (to open) the door of the classroom, the pupils (to sit) at their desks. 16. He (to get) up at seven o'clock yesterday. 17. Fa​ther (to come) home at six o'clock yesterday. 18.1 (to read) a book at six o'clock yesterday. 19. She (to fall) asleep at eleven o'clock yesterday. 20. Mother (to drink) tea at eleven o'clock yesterday.
Open brackets using verbs in  Past Simple or  Past Continuous.
1. Last Sunday we (to go) skiing in the country. There (to be) already a lot of snow in the fields and we (to enjoy) ourselves. We (to ski) for two hours and a half. 2. They (to meet) at the station two hours ago. 3. Where you (to spend) last Sunday? 4. We (to be) in a hurry because only twenty minutes (to be) left before the beginning of the performance. 5.1 (to play) the violin when my friend (to come) in. He (to invite) me to the theatre and I (to accept) the invita​tion with pleasure. 6. He (to ring) up his friend and (to ask) him about the homework. 7. When I (to come) to the theatre, my friend already (to wait) for me. 8. When I (to go) to the dentist's, I (to break) my arm. 9. When the teacher (to walk) into the class​room, the boys (to listen) to pop music and the girls (to eat) chips and (to drink) lemonade. 10. She (to go) to the bank when I (to meet) her. She (not to go) to the doctor's. 11. What you (to do) when the acci​dent (to happen)? — I (to walk) out of the hospital. 12. He (to leave) the bank, when the thieves (to take) his money.

